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Rita Giacalone (Ph.D. in History, Indiana University) is Professor of Economic History, Department of
Economics, University of the Andes, at Mérida, Venezuela, and Coordinator of the Group of Regional
Integration (GRUDIR), a multidisciplinary research group of the same university. She has been Director of
the School of Political Science (1994-1996) and Coordinator of REDINRE, an international network of
researchers within the Alpha Program of the European Community (1998-2004).Professor Giacalone has
published quite a number of articles and books, such as Los empresarios frente al Grupo de Los Tres:
Integracion, intereses e ideas (Caracas: Editorial Nueva Sociedad, 1999), CAN-MERCOSUR a la sombra
del ALCA (Mérida: GRUDIR-ULA, 2003), La regionalizacion del acero en América Latina: El caso del
Consorcio Amazonia (Buenos Aires: Editorial Biblos, 2004), Venezuela en el ALCA. Entre realidades y
fantasias (Mérida: ULA-Vicerrectorado Académico, 2005), and La integracion sudamericana. Un
complejo proceso inconcluso (in press).




