Scientific Awards Committee 

Pilot Study Application 2009-2010

Program description:

· Pilot Study grants are intended to assist faculty in jump starting new research areas including: 
· new and distinct research areas where the applicant has no existing funding or publications
· new direction (s) for the existing research program where the applicant has past experience but no current funding
· The grants are for one year and provide up to $20,000 in direct research costs.
· All full time Faculty at the Miller School of Medicine are eligible. Preference will be given to faculty who have been granted their appointments at least three years before the SAC meeting at which their applications are to be considered.

Review Criteria:

The SAC considers the following aspects of the application:

· the scientific merit of the proposed studies (importance of the problem, originality of approach, appropriateness of techniques and clarity of presentation)

· the prospect that the studies supported by SAC funding will result in successful applications for extramural funding

· the qualifications, experience and productivity of the applicant

· the availability of matching funds
Application instructions: 

· The application should be completed using Arial 11 pt font and each page should have no less than 0.5 margins.

· Be sure to adhere to the page limitations noted for each section of the application.

· Be sure to include the applicant’s name in the header on each page of the application.

· The application should be in the following sequence and numbered consecutively:
1. A completed SAC cover sheet (including abstract)

2. The SAC budget form including justifications for each category and item requested
3. A description of any available matching funds

4. Current NIH biosketch for the PI and Co-investigator (s) including current support (both external and institutional) and an indication of scientific overlap

5. Brief explanation of how the proposed study will impact the submission of a new grant application including an outline of the potential specific aims
6. A research plan, including tables and figures if relevant, organized in the following fashion (no more than 5 pages of single spaced, Arial 11-point type with at least 0.5 in margins):

a) Specific Aims/Objectives

b) Background & Rationale

c) Preliminary Data 
d) Approach and Methods

e) References and supporting materials (in addition to the 5 page limit)
1. References

2. Human Subjects and IRB (if relevant)

3. Invertebrate animals (if relevant)

4. Letters of Collaboration (if relevant)
· The applicant must send the application as an e-mail attachment to the Awards Coordinator, Ms. Karen Del Rio at mailto:kdelrio@.miami.edu.  The subject line of the e-mail should read “SAC Pilot Study Application.”

CHECKLIST FOR PILOT STUDY APPLICATIONS 

_______
Completed SAC cover sheet (including abstract)
_______
Completed Budget form including justifications
_______
Description of any available cost sharing funds

_______
Impact statement including an outline of the potential specific aims
_______
Completed Research Plan (5 page limit)
_______
Current biosketch for the PI and Co-PI (s) including current support (both institutional and extramural) with an indication of scientific overlap, if any
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Date: 

Project Title: 

Principal Investigator (PI) Name:                                                  PI Department:
Building/Room/Locator code:                                                     
E-mail:
Phone:







Fax:
Co-Investigator Name:





Co-PI Department:
Co-Investigator Name: 





Co-PI Department:
ABSTRACT (not to exceed this page):
	Budget Form

	Applicant’s Name:


	Project Title: 


	Pilot Awards provide up to $20,000 in direct research costs.  The Pilot Award funds are intended to be flexible and can be used to fit a variety of scientific needs, including salaries for technical personnel, supplies and other miscellaneous items required to conduct the proposed research.  Applicants should take care to justify equipment and travel requests as such requests are not encouraged but are considered on a special needs basis.  The SAC expects the submitted budgets to be realistic estimates.

	Personnel: Names and positions of all personnel must be individually listed and the percentage of time to be devoted to the project by each person should be noted.  If the individual has not been selected, please list as "TBD.”  Please justify the need for each person listed.
Personnel

Name

Role on project

Justification

% Effort
Amount

Salary

Fringe

$
$

$

$

$

$

TOTAL:

$




	Budget Form

	Applicant’s Name:


	Project Title: 



Other Expenditures:

Equipment: Please list each item separately and include a specific justification of why it is needed.

Supplies: Group into major categories (chemicals, animals, etc.) and include a justification of why each is required.
Miscellaneous: List specific amounts for each item (computer time, pathology, scientific software, etc.) and indicate why each is required.
	Type of Expenditure
	Item/Name
	Amount

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	TOTAL:
	$


Justification:

TOTAL BUDGET REQUESTED:______________
Description of Available Matching Funds:  Provide a list of all sources for matching funds. For example, this could include departmental funds, notation of personnel (faculty, staff, trainees, etc.) working on the project for which salary is not being requested, etc.  
	Matching or Cost Sharing Funds 

	Type of Cost
	Source of Funds
	Amount

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL:
	$


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
(NIH Format – Not to Exceed Three Pages Including Other Support)

	

	NAME


	POSITION TITLE



	EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.)

	INSTITUTION AND LOCATION
	DEGREE

(if applicable)
	YEAR(s)
	FIELD OF STUDY

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


A. Positions and Honors
B. Selected Peer-Reviewed Publications
C. Research Support (please include both institutional and extramural support and indicate any potential scientific overlap) 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF CO-INVESTIGATOR (S), if applicable
(NIH Format – Not to Not to Exceed Three Pages Including Other Support)

	

	NAME


	POSITION TITLE



	EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.)

	INSTITUTION AND LOCATION
	DEGREE

(if applicable)
	YEAR(s)
	FIELD OF STUDY

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


A. Positions and Honors

B. Selected Peer-Reviewed Publications
C. Research Support (please include both institutional and extramural support and indicate any potential scientific overlap) 
IMPACT STATEMENT: Provide a brief explanation as to how the proposed study will impact the submission of a new grant application including an outline of the potential specific aims (not to exceed one page).
RESEARCH PLAN:  The research plan should not exceed 5 pages of single spaced, Arial 11-point type with at least 0.5 in margins (including figures and tables, excluding references and letters of collaboration). The research plan should be organized in the following fashion: Specific Aims/Objectives; Background & Rationale; Preliminary Data; Approach and Methods; References and Supporting Materials [Human Subjects and IRB; Invertebrate animals and IACUC (if relevant); Letters of Collaboration (if relevant)]
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